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tures which, being observed, suggest or evoke reactions
in accordance with past experience. The difficulty is, to
find the right feature to react to, or, in other words, so
to perceive the situation as to be able to bring our exist-
ing equipment into successful use. The individual
whose past experience has best equipped him for reac-
tion to this type of situation, who has most flexibility
combined with due persistence and control, and who is
natively most responsive to this type of situation, dis-
plays the most originality in dealing with it.

Another experiment, of a somewhat different sort,
may also be reviewed for evidence on the matter of.
originality. In learning to typewrite, Book found, as
has already been said in speaking of the process of learn-
ing, that after the learner had mastered the reactions to
the separate letters, there came a time when he began to
make synthetic reactions to often-recurring words or
groups of letters. He hit upon this new and more effi-
cient mode of reaction not deliberately, but without
forethought, and, as it were, accidentally, when he was
feeling fresh and in good physical condition, and was
hopefully doing his utmost to improve his speed. He
then found himself writing a word as a unit, by a con-
catenated series of movements called out as a whole,
instead of by his previous method of spelling the word
out letter by letter. The essential act seems here to be a
widening of the mental grasp to take in several letters
at a time, with their sequence and the relations of one
to the other. For example, the first letter is written
with the left hand, the second with the right, and the
third with the left again. In the letter-reaction stage,
the subject has taken no note of this alternation of the